
Ask any student of the Civil War to name the highest-ranking 
Tennessean in the Confederate service, and the answer you’re likely to get 
is Lieutenant General Nathan Bedford Forrest. Right? Wrong.  

Outranking Forrest by virtue of having an earlier date of 
rank in grade is perhaps the most underrated and understudied 
Confederate general in the Civil War: Lt. General Alexander P. 
Stewart. Born in Rogersville and raised in Franklin County, 
Tennessee, Steward became a college professor after graduating 
ninth in his class from West Point in 1842. Although opposed to 
secession, he offered his services to his home state and the Confederacy 
when Tennessee voted to leave the union. Stewart fought in all the major 
battles with the Army of Tennessee–-Shiloh, Perryville, Stones River, 
Chickamauga, Chattanooga, the Atlanta Campaign, Franklin, Nashville, 
and the Carolina Campaign—performing commendably at Stones River, 
Chickamauga and Peachtree Creek in particular. He surrendered and was 
paroled with General Joseph E. Johnston’s army at Greensboro, North 
Carolina, in May 1865. 

Following the war, Steward returned to 
Tennessee to try his hand as a surveyor, 
a cotton broker, and an insurance 
company executive before becoming 
Chancellor of the University of 
Mississippi in 1874. He authored a book 
on the Army of Tennessee and the war in 
the west and later became a significant 
actor in the preservation and 

interpretation of the Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park 
as a commissioner on the first park commission. At the time of his death in 
August 1908, General Stewart was the highest-ranking Confederate 
survivor of the Civil War.     

Come join us as Sam Elliott, attorney and author of several books on the 
Civil War including the definitive work on General Stewart, explores 
Stewart's role in the war, his significant contributions as a teacher and 
veteran, and his views on such varied matters as secession, slavery, race 
and religion.  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

The American Civil War was the bloodiest conflict 
in the history of this nation. It was fought on an 
unprecedented scale of violence and butchery with final 
death count estimates ranging between 624,000 and 
720,000 soldiers. We will never know the final death 
tally. Union medical records were fairly comprehensive. 
Deaths during and after the war were documented and 
verified to the extent possible, so that pension-survivor/
benefits could be determined. However, it was virtually 
impossible to assemble a specific, accurate set of 
numbers on the Confederate side of the ledger, since 
many medical records unfortunately were destroyed 
when Richmond burned on April 2, 1865. There were 
also no Confederate pension benefits granted until 1888.   

It was a war that never should have been fought. 
Both sides were woefully unprepared for the duration 
and devastation spawned by the brutal hostilities. Twice 
as many soldiers died from disease than from combat. 
Estimates suggest that the Union sustained 110,000 
battle deaths with 224,580 dying from disease. 
Confederate battle deaths were placed at 96,000 with 
164,000 additional men dying from disease. Historians 
consider these figures to be conservative estimates. The 
Confederate death toll was probably much higher as the 
compiled records available were grossly incomplete. 

Many different factors combined to make the war a 
perfect killing machine. Physicians practiced in a time 
before the germ theory of disease had been established. 
Antibiotics, antisepsis, sterile technique, and cross-
contamination between patients were unknown 
concepts. Inadequate pre-enlistment screening sent 
many unqualified men to the front lines. Mother Nature 
used her extensive arsenal of biological weapons against 
both armies. Lack of immunity to childhood diseases 
cost the lives of many men, particularly those from the 
rural areas who had never been exposed to chickenpox, 
measles and the mumps. In the Union ranks there were 
over 67,000 cases of measles with more than 4,000 
deaths. Camp sanitation conditions were horrible. Early 
in the war, prepared latrines were frequently not used by 
everyone. Human and animal excrement 
indiscriminately covered the ground, and rain washed 
the offal into streams and rivers where the drinking 
water was procured. Food and water, contaminated by 
flies and fecal matter, resulted in 75,000 cases of 
typhoid fever in the Union army alone. The food quality 
was poor and shelter was inadequate. 224 out of every 

1000 soldiers contracted malaria. 14,000 soldiers died of 
tuberculosis. Viral hepatitis caused by poor sanitation 
conditions was a huge issue. 20,000 Union troops died 
from pneumonia. A large percentage of soldiers from 
rural environments had never been vaccinated against 
smallpox. The worst killer was chronic dysentery, which 
accounted for 45,000 deaths in the Union army and 
50,000 estimated deaths in the Confederate forces. 
Confederate losses actually may have been higher 
because of a recurring shortage of food, potable water 
and medical supplies. 

Battlefield tactics did not keep pace with the 
advances in weaponry. The advent of rifled barrels 
allowed soldiers to be shot and killed over longer 
distances. The “Minie” ball was a tragic development. 

It was a soft, conical, lead bullet which distorted on 
impact, creating a massive wound. As the bullet moved 
deeper into the tissues, it destroyed bones, muscles and 
arteries beyond any possible repair. It shattered bone 
above and below the area of impact and swept bits of 
clothing, skin and bacteria into the wound as it 
ruthlessly forced its path. Faced with overwhelming 
casualties,  amputation was considered to be the most 
expeditious course of action for Civil War surgeons. 
30,000 amputations were performed under filthy, non-
sterile conditions in the Union army with an overall 
mortality rate of 26.3%.  The further from the torso the 
amputation was performed, the greater the survival rate. 
For instance, an ankle amputation had a mortality rate of 
only 10%. Upper thigh amputations had a mortality rate 
of 65%, while amputation in the area of the hip was 
associated with a mortality rate of 90%. Soldiers with 
wounds treated in less than 48 hours had better survival 
rates than those whose treatment was delayed. 
Battlefield experience hastened the development of the 
ambulance corps and sanitation measures were 
ultimately standardized and rigidly enforced. However, 
remedial measures came too late. Bacteria and viruses 
proved to be more deadly than bullets. In terms of 
producing infection, the field medical tent, with its 
bloody, non-sterile surgeries, proved to be as lethal as 
the battlefield. Tragically, one in four soldiers never 
returned home and many of the dead were never 
identified. Their final resting place was only a lonely, 
unmarked grave.   

-Jack Spiceland, President  



Sam D. Elliott is a member of Chattanooga law firm of Gearhiser, 
Peters, Elliott and Cannon, PLLC, and practices primarily in the 
field of litigation and representation of local governments. He is a 
graduate of the University of the South (1978) and the University 
of Tennessee College of Law (1981) and has practiced law for over 
37 years. Sam is married to Karen Elliott, a semi-retired TV host 
and producer. They have two adult daughters.  

Sam is a past president of both the Tennessee Bar Association and 
the Chattanooga Bar Association and is a fellow of the American, 
Tennessee and Chattanooga Bar Foundations. He is also a member 
of a number of other professional associations and has received 
several honors as a lawyer.  
  
Sam is a member and past chairman of the Tennessee Historical Commission, and currently chairs 
its Tennessee Wars Commission committee. He is a member of several voluntary organizations 
relating to historic preservation and research, including the Tennessee Civil War Preservation 
Association.  He is a past president of the Friends of the Chickamauga and Chattanooga National 

Military Park, now named the National Park Partners. 

Sam has been an avocational historian of Tennesseans in the Civil 
War era for over 20 years.  Among his books are Soldier of 
Tennessee:  Alexander P. Stewart and the Civil War in the West 
(1999),  Doctor Quintard:  Confederate Chaplain and Second 
Bishop of Tennessee (2003), Isham G. Harris of Tennessee: 
Confederate Governor and United States Senator (2010), the co-
winner of the 2010 Tennessee History Book Award, and John C. 
Brown of Tennessee:  Rebel, Redeemer and Railroader (2017), the 
winner of the 2017 Tennessee History Book Award. He has also 
written articles and essays on such diverse issues as the action at 
Rossville Gap during the Battle of Missionary Ridge in November 
1863, Isham Harris's unique role with the Army of Tennessee during 
the Civil War, and the Tennessee Constitutional Convention of 1870. 

WELCOME BACK TO KNOXVILLE, SAM ELLIOTT!



THE KNOXVILLE CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE
 2019-2020 SPEAKERS SERIES

May 14--William J. Cooper Jr., Historian & Author, “Jefferson 
Davis” 

 
Jun 11—Dan Feller, Historian, “The Coming of 
the Civil War”

Jul 9—Aaron Astor, Historian & Author, 
“Reconstruction & The Aftermath of the Civil 

War”

Aug 13—Brian Steel Wills, Historian & Author, “The Civil War in 
Cinema” 

Sept 10—Chris Kolakowski, Historian & Author, “Perryville”

Oct 8—Chris Mackowski, Historian & Editor, ECW, “The Last 
Days of Stonewall Jackson”

Nov 12--Ed Bearss, Chief Historian Emeritus, 
NPS & Author, TBA    

Dec 10--Jim Ogden, Historian, Chickamauga/
Chattanooga NMP, “Starving Rosecrans: 
Wheeler’s Raid of October ‘63”

Jan 14, ‘20—Emma Murphy, Historian, “The Aftermath of the Battle of 
Gettysburg” 

KCWRT April Speaker:  
 Sam Elliott 

November Speaker:  
Ed Bearss

June Speaker: 
Dan Feller

December Speaker:  
Jim Ogden



KCWRT MEMBERSHIP AT ALL TIME RECORD! 
Roundtable now has 264 members, which is the highest we have achieved. 

March Meeting Attendance 

We had 66 diners with six of those being non-members. Additionally we had 24 for the 
lecture only.— Treasurer Gene Akers

SLATE OF NOMINEES FOR THE 
KNOXVILLE CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2019-2020 

PRESIDENT………………………………………TAMMIE BURROUGHS 
PAST PRESIDENT……………………………………..JACK SPICELAND  
VICE PRESIDENT………………………………………………STAN SECH 
SECRETARY…………………………………………………. STEVE DEAN 
TREASURER…………………………………………………..GENE AKERS  
DIRECTOR OF PRESERVATION……………………….ERIC WAYLAND  
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES………………….TIM VANE  
DIRECTOR OF MEMBERSHIP……………………. JERRY PATTERSON  
DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMMING……………………. JIM DONCASTER  
DIRECTOR OF PROMOTIONS………………… SHEILA BURCHFIELD  
DIRECTOR OF TECHNOLOGY……………..……………. JIM STOVALL  
NEWSLETTER EDITOR…………….………………… LINDA BILLMAN 
DIRECTOR AT LARGE……………………………………. TOM WRIGHT  
DIRECTOR AT LARGE………………………………… TRENT LAVIANO  

TO BE VOTED ON BY THE MEMBERSHIP AT THE MAY 2019 MEETING.  
TAKE OFFICE JULY 1, 2019



The final lecture of the ninth annual McClung Museum Civil War Lecture Series will be on Sunday, 
April 28, 2019, from 2:00 p.m. until 3:30 p.m. in the museum auditorium.   

Presented by Dr. Joan Markel, the topic will be “Knoxville’s Civilian War:  The Common Man.” Dr. 
Markel will explore the stories of many young men and women of working-class families whose 
lives were forever changed by the Civil War.  When the fighting ended, many former Rebels never 
returned, going west or to the Deep South, while many former Union soldiers made new homes in 
Knoxville. “From here” or not, these people established businesses and cultural changes that we 
still know today.   

Free and open to the public, the lecture, and the museum, are at 1327 Circle Park Drive on the 
University of Tennessee campus. The McClung Museum hours are 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday, and 1:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. on Sunday.  There is free parking on Circle 
Park. Free public transportation to the museum is also available via the Knoxville Trolley Orange 
Line.   

Dr. Markel is Civil War Curator at the McClung Museum, and a Past President of the Knoxville 
Civil War Roundtable. She is currently writing a book focusing on a community-level study of 
Knoxville and Knoxvillians before, during, and after the Civil War.   

McCLUNG MUSEUM 9TH ANNUAL CIVIL WAR LECTURES

Knoxville 1865



Sultana Reunion, April 26th and 27th, 
2019--by Norman C. Shaw 

The 32nd annual reunion of 
the Sultana Descendants Association and 
Friends will be held this year in Helena, 
AR, on April 26th and 27th, Friday and 
Saturday! 

The reason for holding our reunion in 
Helena this year is that here early on the 
morning of April 26, 1865, the only 
known photo was taken of 
the Sultana while heavily overloaded 
with recently freed Union POWs from 
the Confederate prisons at Andersonville, 
GA, and Cahaba, AL. 

Most of the soldiers, passengers and 
crew had less than 24 hours to live, when 
the boilers of the Sultana exploded on the 
Mississippi River at 2 a.m. on April 27th, 
seven miles above Memphis, with the 
loss of about 1,200 lives--still the worse 
American maritime disaster! 

Of the various states represented by 
the Union soldiers on board, Tennessee 
had the second largest contingent of 
around 365, mostly men in the 3rd Tenn. 
Cavalry, who came from Knox and the 
surrounding counties. Only about 150 
Tennesseans survived! 

If you are interested in joining our 
organization or attending the 2019 
reunion in Helena, send a message to me 
at shawclan4@bellsouth.net. 

Sultana At Helena, Arkansas 

Fort Dickerson Clean-Up 

The Knoxville Civil War Roundtable sponsors a Fort 
Dickerson Park clean-up twice a year. This year’s Spring 
Clean-up day is Saturday, April 6, 2019. We will be 
spreading mulch on the trails, picking up fallen debris, 
and trimming brush. 
     The Knoxville Police Department Explorer Scouts and 
the Knoxville Parks And Recreation Department will also 
be assisting us. please consider volunteering your time 
and help us. 
     The hours are from 9:00 a.m. until noon.  Park at the 
top of Fort Dickerson hill.  Thank you for your support.

KCWRT Speaker at Tellico Library  

On Tuesday, April 30th from 11 a.m. to noon, 
Gerald Augustus, from the Civil War 
Roundtable, will give a presentation on, as 
well as show, Civil War weapons, munitions 
and artifacts at the Tellico Village Library. 

mailto:shawclan4@bellsouth.net
mailto:shawclan4@bellsouth.net
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President 
Jack Spiceland 
jspiceland@charter.net 

Past President 
John Burkhart 
laurapowers@bellsouth.net  

Vice President 
Stan Sech 
zachsam@yahoo.com 

Secretary 
Steve Dean 
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Treasurer 
Gene Akers 
POET0840@aol.com 

Director of Preservation  
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Tim Vane 
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Director of Membership 
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Director at Large 
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The Knoxville Civil War Round Table welcomes any person who has an interest in the American Civil War.  
New Members are always welcome.  

For more information, please call 865-671-9001 or visit our website at https://kcwrtorg.wordpress.com.
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