
 In April 1861, a patriotic young man by the name of 
Webster Colburn heeded Lincoln’s call and enlisted in the 
Union infantry for three months as a private. Five years 
later, with a few more stripes and thousands of miles 
behind him, Major Webster Colburn, a Union 
quartermaster, mustered out of the army in June 1866. 
His story is that of one man’s private war to survive a 
year in the infantry and artillery and four more in the 
demanding job of a union quartermaster. Providing the 
federal army with everything from socks to horseshoes 
and haversacks to horses was critical to the survival and 
success of the Union army. Quartermasters kept supplies 

coming even when railroad bridges were destroyed, wagon trains captured, 
and crops burned. The details of Colburn’s journey across Tennessee with the 
Army of the Cumberland during the Civil War emerged when 6,000 original 
documents, letters, diaries, orders, and monthly reports preserved by his 
family came into the hands of Dr. Nancy McEntee who shaped them into the 

narrative that became 
Haversacks, Hardtack, and 
Unserviceable Mules.  
  Come join us as Dr. 
McEntee shares the story of 
Colburn’s struggles at Shiloh, 
Stones River, Chattanooga and 
Knoxville and examines his 
difficulties and mounting 
responsibilities through times 
of starvation, loss and victory. 
In the process you’ll learn 
about the thousands of mules 

and horses that were unserviceable and destroyed, the job of digging up and 
re-burying hundreds of victims from the Fort Pillow massacre, and the details 
of another massacre in Memphis in 1866 that history has all but forgotten. 
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Tuesday, March 12, 2019  
**Buffet at 6:30 PM** 
**Speaker at 7:30 PM** 
   Dinner & Program 
           $17.00 Members 
           $20.00 Non-members 
   Program Only 
           $5.00 Members 
           $8.00 Non-members 

DINNER RESERVATIONS 
MUST BE MADE OR 
CANCELED BY 11AM, 
MONDAY, MARCH 11. 
CALL (865) 671-9001 AND 
LEAVE MESSAGE 

MENU 
Baked Pork Chops 
Smoked Chicken 
Garden Salad 
Scalloped Potatoes 
Mixed Steamed Vegetables 
Rolls 
Beverages 
Assorted Desserts 

LOCATION 
Bearden Banquet Hall 
5806 Kingston Pike  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

My father-in-law was a Marine Lieutenant 
who engaged in some of the heaviest fighting of 
The Second World War on the Pacific island of 
Okinawa. After the war he returned to the 
civilian world where he raised a wonderful 
family and enjoyed a successful career as a top 
executive with a major corporation. He also 
experienced recurrent nightmares for the rest of 
his life related to his platoon’s defense of its 
position against a Japanese banzai charge. Like 
so many brave combat veterans, the war for him 
never completely ended. 
     Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, or PTSD, 
 has been described as a delayed-stress 
syndrome which is caused by exposure to 
combat or other high stress factors. 
Characterized by symptoms of rage, guilt, 
flashbacks, nightmares, depression, and 
emotional numbing, it can culminate in a wide 
variety of escalating social and psychiatric 
problems. The syndrome has its roots in 
antiquity and has been referred to by many 
different names over the course of recorded 
history. In the Civil War, it was referred to as 
“Soldier’s Heart, Nervous Shock, Melancholy, 
Dementia, Hysteria and Cowardice.” 
     In 1981, PTSD, officially found a medical 
home when it was added as a medical diagnosis 
to “The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of 
Mental Disorders.” The Manual describes a 
lengthy constellation of symptoms and sets forth 
the requirements for diagnosis. 
    The murderous excesses of the Civil War 
created a perfect storm of conditions for the 
development of PTSD. The description of hand-
to-hand fighting in the trenches of Spotsylvania 
horrified its participants and set a new 
benchmark for savagery. Compounding matters, 
medical officers had little understanding of the 
manifestations of battle-induced psychic trauma 
and could offer little in the way of treatment.  
Broken in mind and spirit, many returning 
soldiers retreated into opioids and alcohol in 

order to blunt the physical and psychic pain 
brought on by the war.  

Alarmingly, some returning veterans 
deteriorated mentally, often overwhelming 
family resources. In 1860, approximately forty 
state and federal mental asylums existed in this 
country. By 1880, the number of such 
institutions had soared to 140. Tragically, over 
two-thirds of these patients were Civil War 
veterans. Many surviving post-war amputees 
also fell prey to substance abuse and mental 
infirmities. The majority of men who fought in 
the Civil War were from the lower economic 
classes, and educational poverty represented a 
huge obstacle to overcome. 

Returning home, they discovered that 
farming and most positions in the blue- collar 
labor field could not accommodate their special 
needs. Essentially, they had been condemned to 
a life-time of unemployment. Union veteran 
records reveal some interesting findings 
regarding the coexistence of post-war physical 
and mental problems. Comorbidity issues were 
found to be statistically higher in veterans 
sustaining battlefield injuries. Witnessing the 
intense trauma of death on a daily basis 
impacted surviving POWS in a terrible way too. 
Surprisingly, research revealed that the younger 
the soldier, the greater was the potential for 
comorbidity and substance abuse issues 
surfacing in later life. Other PTSD stressors 
reported were witnessing the death of comrades, 
dismemberment, killing others, hand-to hand 
combat, percentage of company members killed, 
and the feeling of being absolutely helpless to 
prevent the deaths of fellow soldiers. Tortured 
souls all, these poor men were condemned to 
endure the unendurable for the rest of their lives. 
  
-Jack Spiceland, President



As a private pilot and lover of history, 
Nancy McEntee is the author of 
numerous articles on women pilots and 
local history.  Her first book, Pilots, 
Pinballs, and Politics: The History of 
Naples Municipal Airport, became part 
of a PBS special on aviation in WWII. 
The Smoky Mountains of Southeast 
Tennessee are now home for her; a 
region rich with Appalachian lore and 
historical characters. Here is where she 
found the subject of her second book, 
Molsey Blount: The Colonial First Lady 
of Tennessee, the life of Gov. William 
Blount’s wife.  Her latest book, 
Haversacks, Hardtack, and 

Unserviceable Mules, leaps forward from the Revolutionary period to the Civil War and tells the 
story of Webster Colburn, a Union quartermaster, whose job it is to feed, clothe, arm, mount, and 
sometimes bury his fellow soldiers. Because Colburn was 
with the Army of the Cumberland as a private soldier at 
Shiloh and Stone’s River, and as a quartermaster at 
Chattanooga and Knoxville, the book represents a 
significant contribution to the literature on the Civil War in 
Tennessee.
      

Interestingly, Dr. McEntee earned three college degrees 
later in life...a reflection of a late bloomer and an optimist. 
She never planned to become an author yet learned 
quickly the joy of writing in finishing her PhD in 2003. 
Now retired from numerous careers and pastimes, she 
volunteers in Cades Cove with the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park.  As a former USMC Woman 
Marine, she also volunteers with the East Tennessee 
Veterans Honor Guard, honoring deceased veterans as they 
are laid to rest.  

Welcome to the Knoxville CWRT, Nancy McEntee!



THE KNOXVILLE CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE
 2019-2020 SPEAKERS SERIES

Apr 9—Sam Elliott, Attorney, Historian & Author, “Tennessee’s General Alexander P. 
Stewart”

May 14--William J. Cooper Jr., Historian & Author, “Jefferson Davis” 
 
Jun 11—Dan Feller, Historian, “The Coming of the Civil War”

Jul 9—Aaron Astor, Historian & Author, “Reconstruction & The Aftermath of the Civil War”

Aug 13—Brian Steel Wills, Historian & Author, “The Civil War in Cinema” 

Sept 10—Chris Kolakowski, Historian & Author, “Perryville”

Oct 8—Chris Mackowski, Historian & Editor, ECW, “The Last Days of Stonewall Jackson”

Nov 12--Ed Bearss, Chief Historian Emeritus, NPS & Author, TBA

Dec 10--Jim Ogden, Historian, Chickamauga/Chattanooga NMP, “Starving Rosecrans: 
Wheeler’s Raid of October ‘63”

Jan 14, ‘20—Emma Murphy, Historian, “The Aftermath of the Battle of Gettysburg” 

The Daily Beacon Reports on KCWRT February Program 

The February 12 meeting featuring Dr. Curtis Fields’  presentation “Forty Days in Hell: Grant’s 
Overland Campaign” drew attention from the University of Tennessee weekly newspaper. Contributor 
Ben Winiger interviewed Fields and President Jack Spiceland.  

Fields encouraged young people to read history to better understand the modern world. “We need to 
read and know our history so that we know where we came from in order to better judge how to go where 
we’re going. History is our cultural DNA,” according to Fields in the Beacon article.  Also in the article 
Spiceland “described the organization as a non-partisan, academic organization that allows for discussion 
about the war, its antecedents and its consequences. Spiceland said that the group examines the Civil War 
in a historical context. ‘We can judge the past. We can judge past centuries. But, we want to look at [the 
past] from the perspective of the culture and historical framework that these people had to actually labor 
under. We can’t judge [the past] by 21st Century standards, we can’t judge it by what we know today, we 
can only look at the distant past and try to gain some kind of understanding on why [historical figures] 
did arrive on the decisions they made,’ Spiceland said.” 

The entire article is available on line at UTDailyBeacon.com. 

http://UTDailyBeacon.com
http://UTDailyBeacon.com


Reopening the Tennessee River Civil War Tour, Saturday, March 23, 2019—
by Neil J. Williams

Please join us on Saturday, March 23rd, 2019, as we tour the locations and places important to 
reopening of the Tennessee River during the early stages of the 1863 Chattanooga Campaign, we will 
learn more about the actions that led to the establishment of the famous Cracker Line that fed the Army of 
the Cumberland which had been bottled up in Chattanooga following their defeat at Chickamauga. We are 
pleased to have return as our guide, Jim Ogden, Chief Historian at Chickamauga and Chattanooga 
National Military Park. This tour will start at 9 am in Chattanooga and end about 5. We will meet up at 
8:30-8:45 am at a location in Chattanooga that will be announced at a later date.  

This will be the KCWRT’s fourth trip with Jim Ogden 
covering different portions of the Campaign and Battle of 
Chattanooga. The first tour covered Sherman's army's 
approach and eventual attack against Cleburne’s men on the 
northern portion of Missionary Ridge at Tunnel Hill.  The 
second tour was at the opposite end on the Union line covering 
the Battle of Lookout Mountain, where recently arrived 
soldiers from the XI and XII Corps of the Army of the 
Potomac under Gen. Hooker clashed with Confederate soldiers 
from Cheatham and Stevenson’s Divisions of the Army of 
Tennessee. Last we toured Missionary Ridge and learned 
about the Army of the Cumberland charge of the steep slopes.  

This year we will learn about the operations to reopen the 
Tennessee River and establish a supply line into the city of 
Chattanooga, that would later be named the Cracker Line. Once established supplies and rations began to 
follow into the bottled up and starving Army of the Cumberland, prior to the opening of the Cracker Line, 
the soldiers were down to receiving four pieces of hardtack/bread and a quarter pound of meat every three 
days.   

We will meet up at 8:30-8:45 a.m. in the northeast corner on the Walmart parking lot located at 
3550 Cummins Hwy in Chattanooga. We will start our tour from that location and will 
consolidate into as few cars as possible, any volunteers for drivers in the car caravan would be 
greatly appreciated. Those who have already volunteered as a driver for the tour, thank you again 
for volunteering. For lunch I would encourage many of you to bring your own lunch, we will try 
to find a nice location to eat lunch similar to last year’s Missionary Ridge tour. If you want to 
grab fast food, you will also be free to do too. This tour will take place rain or shine, please dress 
appropriately for the weather.   

For some good reading on the Battle of Chattanooga and the actions on Missionary Ridge, see Blue 
and Gray Magazine’s 2013, #6, issue written by the late Wiley Sword; “The Shipwreck of Their Hopes: 
 The Battle for Chattanooga”, by Peter Cozzens; or visit the Civil War Trust’s web page which has 
extensive information on the battle and some of the people who fought it in.  

If you plan to go on the tour of the Reopening of the Tennessee River, please send an 
email to Neil Williams at njwilliams85@gmail.com, so I can add your name to the list. 



The ninth annual McClung Museum Civil War Lecture Series on the University of Tennessee 
Campus is currently underway and two of the four lectures have been completed. There are two 
remaining lectures in this series and they will be presented in March and April of 2019. Throughout 
this series of presentations, McClung Museum Civil War Curator Dr. Joan Markel has tried to shed 
light on the individual lives of Knoxvillians during the war. This social history is one of the first 
community-level studies devoted to the origins, conflicts, and aftermath of the Civil War as it 
played out in an established all-American city. 
     The lectures, which are free and open to the public, are held on one Sunday each month from 
2:00 p.m. until 3:30 p.m. in the museum’s auditorium. 
     On Sunday, March 31, 2019, Dr. Markel will discuss “Knoxville’s Civilian War: The 
Financiers.” With the coming of the railroad in 1855, new and established merchandising and 
distribution firms prospered in Knoxville. Many of the old families and the new money cast their 
lot with the promising economic prospects of the Confederacy. For some of these families, the 
war brought eager promise followed by economic ruin. Yet others maintained—and even grew— 
their wealth and status. 
     The last lecture which will 
be conducted on Sunday, 
April 28, 2019, will feature 
as its topic: 
“Knoxville’s Civilian War: 
The Common Man.” The 
stories of many young men 
from working-class families 
come to light through well-
documented military records 
supplemented by diaries, 
letters, and books detailing 
wartime routines and ordeals. 
When the fighting ended, 
many former Rebels never 
returned, going west or to the 
Deep South, while many 
former Union soldiers moved 
permanently to Knoxville to 
prosper with the town in the 
second half of the 19th 
century. 
     The McClung Museum is located at 1327 Circle Park Drive. Museum admission is free, and the 
museum’s hours are 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Monday to Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sundays. Free 
parking is available on the weekends. Free public transportation to the museum is 
also available via the Knoxville Trolley Orange Line. Please see the museum website for more 
information about family programming, parking, and collections and exhibits. 

McCLUNG MUSEUM 9TH ANNUAL CIVIL WAR LECTURES

Knoxville 1865



February Meeting Attendance 

We had 87 diners at The February 
meeting. A large number, 21, of 
those were non-members. In 
addition we had 27 individuals who 
attended the lecture only.  
— Treasurer Gene Akers

Sultana Reunion, April 26th and 27th, 
2019--by Norman C. Shaw 

The 32nd annual reunion of 
the Sultana Association and Friends will 
be held this year in Helena, AR, on April 
26th and 27th, Friday and Saturday! 

The reason for holding our reunion in 
Helena this year is that here early on the 
morning of April 26, 1865, the only 
known photo was taken of 
the Sultana while heavily overloaded 
with recently freed Union POWs from 
the Confederate prisons at Andersonville, 
GA, and Cahaba, AL. 

Most of the soldiers, passengers and 
crew had less than 24 hours to live when 
the boilers of the Sultana exploded on the 
Mississippi River at 2 a.m. on April 27th, 
seven miles above Memphis, with the 
loss of about 1,200 lives--still the worse 
American maritime disaster! 

Of the various states represented by 
the Union soldiers on board, Tennessee 
had the second largest contingent of 
around 365, mostly men in the 3rd Tenn. 
Cavalry, who came from Knox and the 
surrounding counties.  About 150 
Tennesseans survived! 

If you are interested in joining our 
organization or attending the 2019 
reunion in Helena, send a message to me 
at shawclan4@bellsouth.net. 

Sultana At Helena, Arkansas 

mailto:shawclan4@bellsouth.net
mailto:shawclan4@bellsouth.net
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The Knoxville Civil War Round Table welcomes any person who has an interest in the American Civil War.  
New Members are always welcome.  

For more information, please call 865-671-9001 or visit our website at https://kcwrtorg.wordpress.com.
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