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SANTA CLAUS IN THE TRENCHES:
CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS DURING THE
AMERICAN CIVIL WAR

DINNER RESERVATIONS
MUST BE MADE OR
CANCELED BY 11AM,
MONDAY, DECEMBER 10.
CALL (865) 671-9001 AND
LEAVE MESSAGE
MENU
Oven Roasted Turkey and
Ham
Garden Salad
Cornbread Dressing with
Gravy
Whipped Potatoes
Green Beans
Rolls
Beverages
Holiday Desserts After
Meeting
LOCATION
Bearden Banquet Hall
5806 Kingston Pike
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In the spring and summer of 1861, thousands of men, North and
South, marched off to war fully expecting to be home by Christmas. By
the following winter, however, most were painfully aware that more than
one Christmas might pass before they were again homeward bound.
Between 1861 and 1865, soldiers, civilians and slaves, experienced a
variety of emotions associated with celebrating or simply surviving
Christmas. Primary sources reveal homesickness and loneliness but also
a remarkable ability to adapt. Christmas images and articles published in
“Harper’s Weekly” and other period periodicals, sometimes enhanced
with political overtones, add additional facets to our understanding of
how the holiday was practiced and experienced.
Please join us as Krista Castillo, Director of Nashville’s Fort Negley
Museum, explores not only how people spent the holidays but also how
our modern interpretation of Christmas emerged from this dark era of
conflict and war.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I love the approaching holiday season. In the
last week of November and during the month of
December, the heart instinctively turns towards
home and the need to spend time with family
and old friends is never felt more intensely. It is
as if we need this season to remind us of the
ephemeral nature of life and the importance of
other people in our lives.
Memory is a land where we never grow old.
As Corey Ford once wrote: “Through the magic
of memory, the past never changes. You leave it
and go forward to the present, but it is still
there, waiting for you to come back again.” In
my mind’s eye, I can still picture the home
where my wife and I raised our children. I
remember holidays surrounded by parents and
friends and rambunctious kids. It was a noisy
time of year permeated with laughter and joy
and plenty of love. The air would be punctuated
by giggles, slamming doors, and the ringing of
telephones. I would begin to wonder if this
constant procession of activity would ever
end… but it did. My wife and I eventually lost
our parents and the children grew up and left
home. The bedrooms became empty, the hot
water returned, and the sounds that once
defined us as a family now only echoed in the
corridors of my mind. I realize that nothing
lasts forever, but it seems like the most
wonderful days of life are always gone too
soon.
I find that I no longer take my family and
dear friends for granted. They are an integral
part of the tapestry of my life and I treasure
their love and friendship. I would like to leave
you with a column written by Kathleen
Nazarene. Someone was kind enough to send it
to me during the holiday season last year and I
would like to share it with you. It is simply
called, “The Train.”

“At birth we boarded the train and met our
parents, and we believed that they would
always travel at our side. However, at some
station, our parents stepped down from the
train, leaving us to continue the journey on our
own. As time went by, other people boarded the
train who would become a significant part of
our lives. They were our siblings, our friends,
our children and even the one who would
become the love of our life. As the train
inexorably continued its push across the
landscape, many people stepped down from the
train and left a permanent vacuum in our lives.
Other people went unnoticed when they left the
train and we did not even realize that they had
vacated their seats.
We grew to realize that this magnificent
train ride was full of joy, sorrow, fantasy,
expectations, hellos, goodbyes, and farewells.
We finally realized that a successful
relationship with all of the other passengers on
our train was totally dependent upon our desire
to give them the very best of what we have to
offer of ourselves.
The mystery of life is really quite simple.
We do not know at which station we ourselves
will step down. So, we must live in the best
way we can, forgive, and offer the best of who
we are. It is important to do this because when
the time comes for us to finally step down and
leave our seat empty…..we want to be able to
leave behind beautiful memories for those who
will continue to travel on The Train Of Life.”
I wish for you a safe holiday season and a
prosperous New Year……and most of all, I
want to thank you for being one of the
passengers on my train.
Jack Spiceland, President

WELCOME BACK TO KNOXVILLE, KRISTA CASTILLO!
December 11 Program: Santa Claus in the Trenches:
Celebrating Christmas in the Civil War”
receptionist at the Pro Football Hall of Fame
in Canton, Ohio.
Krista has served as president of the
Nashville Civil War Roundtable since 2009
and as a book reviewer for Civil War News
since 2016. In March 2017, she was profiled
by the Emerging Civil War blog in honor of
Women’s History Month. Krista resides in
Clarksville with her family and six spoiled
dachshunds.
Krista Castillo, a native of Northeastern
Ohio, came to Nashville’s Fort Negley Park
and Visitors Center as the Education
Manager in 2008. In 2010, she was
promoted to Museum Coordinator and Site
Manager. Krista earned a BA in History
from Mount Union College in Alliance, Ohio
in 2000. In 2012, she completed a master’s
in military history at Austin Peay State
University. In addition to completing
internships at the William McKinley
National Memorial and Museum in Canton,
Ohio and at the Don F. Pratt Museum at Fort
Campbell, Kentucky, Krista’s professional
experience includes serving as registrar at
the Customs House Museum and Cultural
Center in Clarksville, Tennessee and as a

AFTER MEETING HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
The December Roundtable Meeting is a festive occasion where members are
encouraged to dress up in Civil War era apparel. Please bring your favorite dessert to the
meeting to share with others, if possible.
Following the presentation by our speaker, Krista Castillo, please plan to stay for the
social hour and visit with your fellow members and guests. This will be a wonderful
opportunity to get to know your fellow Roundtable members better and help celebrate the
holiday season.

THE KNOXVILLE CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE
2019-2020 SPEAKERS SERIES
Jan 15--Jim Ogden, Historian, Chickamauga/Chattanooga NMP,
“Lightning Strikes at Chickamauga: Wilder’s Mounted Infantry Brigade”
Feb 12--Curt Fields, Living Historian,
“Forty Days in Hell: Grant’s Overland Campaign”
Mar 12--Gordon Rhea, Historian & Author, “Cold Harbor”
Apr 9—Sam Elliott, Attorney, Historian & Author, “Tennessee’s General Alexander P.
Stewart”
May 14--William J. Cooper Jr., Historian & Author, “Jefferson Davis”
Jun 11—Dan Feller, Historian, “The Coming of the Civil War”
Jul 9—Aaron Astor, Historian & Author, “Reconstruction & The Aftermath of the Civil War”
Aug 13—Brian Steel Wills, Historian & Author, “The Civil War in Cinema”
Sept 10—Chris Kolakowski, Historian & Author, “Perryville”
Oct 8—Chris Mackowski, Historian & Editor, ECW, “The Last Days of Stonewall Jackson”
Nov 12--Ed Bearss, Chief Historian Emeritus, NPS & Author, TBA
Dec 10--Jim Ogden, Historian, Chickamauga/Chattanooga NMP, “Starving Rosecrans:
Wheeler’s Raid of October ‘63”

ED BEARSS RETURNS TO THE KNOXVILLE CIVIL WAR ROUNDTABLE

November Book
Sale
The November Book
Sale was a huge
success. We had
several tables
virtually groaning
with books to be
purchased. We would
like to express our
sincere appreciation
to Dot Kelly for
donating 135 books
from her personal
library to the sale. Dot
has graciously
devoted so much of
her time and energy to
The Knoxville Civil
War Roundtable over
the years and her
latest gift is but
another shining
example of her
constant support for
our organization and
serves as a tribute to
her unparalleled
generosity.

November
Meeting
Attendance
For the November
meeting we had 90
diners, 23 of those
were non-members.
In addition we had 35
for the lecture only.
— Treasurer Gene
Akers

On November 13, 2018, Ed Bearss returned to the
Knoxville Civil War Roundtable and delivered
another fine lecture on Pickett and Pettigrew at
Gettysburg. Following his presentation, an
Honorary Life Membership in the KCWRT was
conferred upon Ed in recognition of his valuable
contributions to our Roundtable over the years. A
special tribute to his military service was also
provided to him for the sacrifices that he made on
this nation’s behalf in World War II. It is not often
that you come across an individual who has
managed to become a legend in his own time in
two distinctly different fields of endeavor. Ed is
the rare exception. As a World War II Marine
Raider, Ed belonged to an outfit that has passed
into legend as perhaps the finest group of warriors
that the Marine Corps has ever produced. Ed has
also become a venerated figure in Civil War
circles as one of its leading historians on the Civil
War. He is a cultural icon and we look forward to
having Ed return to our Roundtable again next
year.
To Obtain your own copy of the Civil War
Handouts each month:
100 copies of the Civil War Handouts are
donated to KCWRT each month. They are laid
out on the tables for the first 100 attendees each
month. There are two ways to get your own
copy: (1) If you are one of the first 100 people to
arrive and there is not a handout package at your
place, you can take a copy from another place
where someone is not sitting, or (2) if you cannot
get a package by this method, you can pick up a
package at the end of the evening that has not
been taken home. After the monthly meeting all
handouts not taken home are collected and
become part of Guest Packages in the future. In
the 7 ½ years KCWRT has been doing this, there
has never been a month when all the handouts
were taken home.

FORT DICKERSON LIVING HISTORY WEEKEND
On October 26th, 27th and the 28th of this
year, The Knoxville Civil War Roundtable and
the City of Knoxville Parks and Recreation
Department jointly hosted the Fort Dickerson
Living History Weekend at Fort Dickerson
Park. Despite rainy and blustery conditions on
both Friday and
Saturday,
attendance was
remarkably good
and the event
proved to be
quite successful.
Many KCWRT
members and
other participants
came attired in period costumes and uniforms
which allowed visitors to experience a
different time and place and develop a
burgeoning appreciation for our American
Civil War legacy.
I would like to thank everyone who

participated in our Fort Dickerson Living
History Weekend as volunteers, exhibitors,
lecturers and reenactors. I would especially
like to thank the following people for devoting
their time and energy into making this
weekend a success.

If I leave anyone out of the following list of
names, please accept my sincere apology and
thank you for your contribution.
• Perry Hill and Tom Wright- for leading and
organizing the event.
• Eric Wayland-coordinated parking and
arranged for shuttle transport of all of
our visitors. Eric was also instrumental
in supervising the clean-up of Fort
Dickerson prior to The Living History
Weekend.
•Gerald Augustus-In costume and
lecturing on Civil War Ordinance and
artillery

• Sandra Augustus-in costume and lecturing
on women’s fashions during the Civil war
• Tom and Sue Wright-in costume and
lecturing, while staying in character as Mr.
and Mrs. Lincoln
•Bill Walker-In
costume and
lecturing on
medical care,
medical displays
and amputation
of limbs

•Dewey Beard-In
costume and
conducting Bugle
calls and
demonstrating the
use of the tin
whistle
• George Lane-For preparing his
internationally famous “red beans and rice”
with cornbread
• Debbie Smithson for singing the National
Anthem

• Steve Lundberg-In costume as the Union
Commander on the field
• Gary Holt-In costume as the Confederate
Commander on the field.
• Volunteers-Jerry Patterson, Lolita Kressin,
Jim Doncaster, Dick Heisser, Dave Riddell,
Debbie and Joe Smithson, Stan Sech, Tom
Ement, Trent Laviano, Sheila Burchfield,
Dot Kelly

•Lecturers in
costume-Dennis
Urban, Tim Vane,
Ken Creswell, Joe
Smithson, Bob
O’Barr, Josh
Richardson,Dave
Dinwiddie, Tom
Wright, Bill
Walker, Sandra and Gerald Augustus.
(pictured above)
• Also thanks to those who participated attired
in period costume-Linda Johnson Biddle,
Donna Flynn, Jan Paynter, Thana Thomas

• Reenactors: The 8th Tennessee Union
Infantry who brought both Confederate and
Union uniforms to Fort Dickerson for use by
their members
when they
participated in the
mock battles on
Saturday and
Sunday
•Danny Worley
and the Kingsport,
Tennessee Artillery
Detachment
•The LongstreetZollicoffer Camp
#87.
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The Knoxville Civil War Round Table welcomes any person who has an interest in the American Civil War.
New Members are always welcome.
For more information, please call 865-671-9001 or visit our website at https://kcwrtorg.wordpress.com.
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