
Pickett’s Charge! The very name 
quickens the heart as it conjures up 
images of long gray lines moving 
resolutely up Cemetery Ridge in a 
maelstrom of shot and shell. Over 
fields and fence lines they go while 
a stalwart line of men in blue 
awaits, and then contests, their 
advance. A titanic struggle ensues. 
The fighting is desperate. Heroic 
deeds are performed on both sides. At last the men in gray, unsupported, 
give ground and slowly roll back. The day belongs to the union.     
  Despite the name, the charge was not Pickett’s technically. Longstreet 
was assigned tactical control of the assault, though Lee himself made most 
of the command decisions beforehand. Pickett’s Virginia division, with 
support from Wilcox’s and Lang’s brigades, formed the Confederate right, 
while the left, formerly Heth’s 
division, was under the command of 
Pettigrew with support from 
Trimble’s two brigades. So arrayed, 
they marched forward…and into 
history.          
 Victory, it is said, has many 
fathers, but defeat is a bastard. 
Controversy arose almost 
immediately, and as time passed and the assault began to assume mythic 
proportions, questions multiplied. Was it Pickett or Pettigrew that struck the 
union line first, and was it Pickett or Pettigrew that made the greatest 
penetration? Which division held on, and which was the first to withdraw? 
These and many other questions pertaining to “Pickett’s Charge” persist to 
this day. Please join us as Ed Bearss, Chief Historian Emeritus of the 
National Park Service, calls upon his encyclopedic knowledge of the war to 
tell us what really happened July 3rd, 1863. 
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DINNER RESERVATIONS 
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Next Month: 
Dec  11---Krista Castillo, Fort Negley Museum Coordinator, “Santa Claus in the Trenches: 
Celebrating Christmas in the Civil War”

Nov 13---Ed Bearss, Chief Historian Emeritus/Author, “Farthest Forward:  
Pickett and Pettigrew at Gettysburg” 

Edwin C. Bearss is the Chief 
Historian Emeritus of the National 
Park Service and the Director’s 
Special Assistant for Military Sites.  

A 40 year veteran of the National 
Park Service and its former Chief 
Historian from 1981 to 1994, Ed is 
the winner of numerous history and 
preservation awards including the T. 
Harry Williams Award, the Bruce 
Catton Award, the Alvin Calman 
Award, the Bell I. Wiley Award, the 
Harry S. Truman Award for 
Meritorious Service in the Field of 
Civil War History, and an award that 
now bears his name, the Civil War 
Preservation Trust Edwin C. Bearss 
Lifetime Achievement Award.  

Author of 20 books and countless 
articles on the Civil War, long-time 
co-editor of Gettysburg Magazine, 
and legendary battlefield guide, Ed 
was recently nominated for the U.S. 
Congressional Gold Medal “in 

recognition of his contributions to preservation of American Civil War history and [his] continued 
efforts to bring our nation's history alive for new generations through his interpretive storytelling.” 

WELCOME BACK TO KNOXVILLE, ED BEARSS!



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

 The past summer I saw a news 
photograph of Ed Bearss throwing out the first 
pitch of The Armed Service Baseball Classic. 
He was dressed in a red, U.S. Marine Corps “T” 
shirt and a black, Marine Corps baseball cap. 
Some might find this to be a strange choice of 
clothing for a 95 year old man, but I didn’t find 
it to be strange at all.  

 As a 75 year old man and a former 
marine, I have my own Marine Corps shirt and 
cap, which I proudly wear on the 10th of 
November each year.  For the uninitiated, the 
10th of November is the annual anniversary of 
the humble birth of the United States Marine 
Corps in a drinking establishment called “Tun 
Tavern.” It is a date that is still celebrated by 
both active duty and former marines around the 
world.  
 There has always been a certain mystique 
associated with the Marine Corps psyche that 
transcends the time you actually spent on active 
duty. It is a unique culture steeped in tradition 
and marines are fiercely proud of this heritage. 
The Corps philosophy breeds a strong sense of 
loyalty and promotes the concept that each 
marine is a member of an elite brotherhood.   
 Even when you leave the Marine Corps 
service, you still think of yourself as a marine. 

Marine Corps training leaves an indelible 
impression on you that is so deeply entrenched, 
you are unable to permanently leave old 
memories of the Corps behind you. Riveting 
words such as,  “Band Of Brothers,” “Semper 
Fidelis” and “Marines never leave their 
wounded behind on the battlefield,” are not 
cliches, but the essence of Marine Corps 
doctrine. 

 Edwin Cole Bearss became a member of 
the Marine Corps Raiders in 1942. The raiders 
were an elite group that was hand-picked from 
serving members of the regular Marine Corps. 
They were all volunteers, unmarried and in 
superb physical condition. Their training was 
rigorous and hand-to-hand combat drills, long 
distance swimming, running, self-sufficiency, 
and rifle and pistol marksmanship skills were 
heavily emphasized.  Forced marches were the 
norm, rather than the exception, and the men 
were constantly pushed to the limits of human 
endurance. 

Everything important about life, I learned in the United States Marine Corps.  
Former Georgia Governor Zell Miller 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, cont.

 The raiders were designed to perform 
small unit operations behind enemy lines. They 
were used primarily to conduct surprise 
amphibious raids, infiltrate enemy positions and 
disrupt communication and supply lines, while 
inflicting maximum casualties. They waged 
violent and relentless warfare against a cruel and 
implacable enemy, and casualty rates sometimes 
soared as high as 60%.  
 The raiders were always out-numbered 
and out-gunned, but they served with bravery and 
distinction on Guadalcanal, The Russell Islands, 
New Georgia, and Bougainville in the Solomon 
Islands. They were, and still are, considered to be 
the Crown Jewels of The Marine Corps.  

 They have deservedly passed into the 
history of the Corps as some of the most 
remarkable and legendary men who have ever 
served this country. Through their courageous 
efforts, the Japanese land advance in the Pacific 
was severely compromised and raider battlefield 
successes managed to boost morale and inspire 
Americans on the home front during a time when 
it was most desperately needed. 
 The Japanese were not the only enemy in 
the Solomon Islands. The men routinely endured 
other hardships as they passed through 
impenetrable jungle, while suffering from the 
ravages of amoebic dysentery, dengue fever, 
malaria, elephantiasis, snake bites, biting 
centipedes, tick-borne infections, leeches, 

scorpions, stinging plant life, starvation and 
rivers teeming with crocodiles.   
 There were never that many raiders. Only 
four battalions were ever authorized. As an elite 
fighting force, the raiders only lasted two years 
before being folded back into regular Marine 
Corps units in 1944. However, during those two 
years, men from the the raider battalions and 
their attached Navy corpsmen were awarded 
seven Medals Of Honor, 141 Navy Crosses and 
330 Silver Stars.  Individual marines also earned 
223 Bronze Stars, 22 Distinguished Service 
Crosses, 18 Legions Of Merit and 2,406 Purple 
Hearts.  
 For a small unit, the public acclaim and 
the sheer volume of the awards and decorations 
conferred has never been surpassed in the annals 
of American Military History. The Marine Corps 
raiders of World War II would have fit right in 
with Leonidas’ Spartans at Thermopylae. 

   Continued on page 6 

TULAGI ISLAND

TASIMKOKO RAID 



ANNOUNCING…! 
THE KNOXVILLE CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE

 2019-20 SPEAKERS SERIES 

Jan 15--Jim Ogden, Historian, Chickamauga/Chattanooga NMP, “Lightning Strikes at 
Chickamauga: Wilder’s Mounted Infantry Brigade”

Feb 12--Curt Fields, Living Historian, “Forty Days in Hell: Grant’s Overland Campaign” 
 
Mar 12--Gordon Rhea, Historian & Author, “Cold Harbor”
 
Apr 9—To Be Announced
 
May 14--William J. Cooper Jr., Historian & Author, “Jefferson Davis” 
 
Jun 11—Dan Feller, Historian, “The Coming of the Civil War”

Jul 9—Aaron Astor, Historian & Author, “Reconstruction & The Aftermath of the Civil War”

Aug 13—To Be Announced 

Sept 10—Chris Kolakowski, Historian & Author, “Perryville”

Oct 8—Chris Mackowski, Historian & Editor, ECW, “The Last Days of Stonewall Jackson”

Nov 12--Ed Bearss, Chief Historian Emeritus, NPS & Author, TBA

Dec 10--Jim Ogden, Historian, Chickamauga/Chattanooga NMP, “Starving Rosecrans: 
Wheeler’s Raid of October ‘63”

Jan 14, ‘20—Emma Murphy, Historian, “The Aftermath of the Battle of Gettysburg” 



AN EVENING WITH THE LEGENDARY ED BEARSS …
AND BOOKS!  

ALERT!  ALERT!!  KCWRT’s November 13th meeting will feature our 
friend Ed Bearss, National Park Service Chief Historian Emeritus.    

In addition to Bearss, the Roundtable will have a GIANT BOOK SALE with more than 120+ 
books at bargain prices! Great topics such as Lee, Grant, Stonewall, Lincoln, Cleburne, Mosby and 
Chamberlain, also Artillery, Ironclads, Cavalry, Railroads, and a 4-volume set of Battles and 
Leaders of the C.W. and an 8-volume set Collector’s Library of the C.W.

Numerous books on Civil War women including Chestnut’s Diary From Dixie, and A Woman 
Doctor’s Civil War; also Clara Barton, A Woman of Valor and others. Of course battles are the 
favorite subjects with both Eastern and Western theaters well represented: Gettysburg, South 
Mountain and Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Shiloh, Vicksburg, Stones River, 
Nashville, Chickamauga, Chattanooga, Bentonville, Knoxville area and others.

The book sale will begin at 5:30, with dinner at 6:30 and speaker at 7:30. There is no admission 
charge for the book sale, but dinner and speech requires a reservation and $17 fee. There is a $5 fee 
for the speaker presentation only. (See details on front page). Members of Civil War descendants 
(Sons and Daughters) groups and area reenactors who have joined our Civil War Weekend 
commemorations are being invited to join us for our big evening. MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!

 President’s Message, continued 

 On January 2, 1944, Ed’s luck ran out. 
He was severely wounded by Japanese 
machine gun fire at Cape Gloucester, New 
Britain. Bullets from the machine gun struck 
his left arm just below the elbow and 
penetrated his right shoulder, buttocks and 
foot. With both arms shattered, Ed fell to the 
ground, twisting and writhing in agony. While 
crawling on their bellies, a  Navy corpsman 
and a marine lieutenant braved continuous 
machine gun fire to rescue him.  
 For Ed, the war had ended. He spent the 
next 26 months in hospitals, before being 
finally discharged from service in 1946. He 
returned to his home in Montana, but soon set 
forth again to embark on the most wonderful 
and productive years of his life. 

 I hope that you will join us at the 
November meeting of The Knoxville Civil War 
Roundtable as we prepare to honor one of the 
last remaining raider survivors from World War 
II and celebrate the life of a true American 
Civil War history icon. 
   Jack Spiceland, President 



Extra Space at November Meeting 
The Roundtable has reserved the entire banquet hall space for the November meeting. Make your 
reservation now for the meeting’s dinner. Prices and the phone number are on page 1.  

October Meeting Attendance 
For the October Meeting we had 96 diners of whom 19 were guests. In addition we had 41 persons 
for the lecture only. — Treasurer Gene Akers

 For many years, the Knoxville Civil War 
Roundtable has had a mutually beneficial
relationship with the Bearden Banquet Hall 
(BBH). We have not experienced an increase in 
our dinner cost since 2004. However, salaries 
and food costs have continued to rise in the 
past 14 years and the Banquet Hall has 
informed us that effective December 1, 2018, 
our meal cost for each diner will have to be 
increased.
     At the regular Board Of Directors’ meeting 
on October 2, 2018, this matter was discussed 
at great length. The Board has concluded that it 
is in the best interest of our organization to 
continue to meet monthly at the BBH. As a 
consequence of BBH’s meal rate increase, we 
will also have to raise our own fees, but we 
will wait until the new year before doing so.
     EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2019,  the 
cost for dinner will increase to $17.00 for 
members and $20.00 for non-members. 
The “lecture only” cost will increase to 
$5.00 for members and $8.00 for non-
members. 
      In the past, the Bearden Banquet Hall has 
been very generous in allowing us to use both 
sides of the room when the west side of the 
room was not being rented out for the night. 
However, on those nights where we are 

confined to only one-half of the building, it has 
become a logistical nightmare, resulting in 
crowding, poor visibility, and significant 
discomfort. The problem is that BBH requires 
that we guarantee payment for a minimum of 
90 dinners before allowing us to reserve the 
whole room in advance. At present our average 
number of diners is below that minimum 
requirement, though our combined number of 
diners plus “speaker only” attendees has 
typically exceeded this threshold in recent 
years.
     We have witnessed a trend toward more 
diners but also more attendees opting for “the 
speaker only” format. We would like to reserve 
the whole room for future meetings, but we 
need assistance and support in order to 
accomplish this goal. For those who have 
previously chosen to skip the dinner and attend 
the lecture only, we ask you to please consider 
having dinner with your fellow Roundtable 
members so that we can meet the “90 diner” 
requirement each month and make the evening 
more comfortable and enjoyable for everyone.

Jack Spiceland

BEARDEN BANQUET HALL ANNOUNCES RATE INCREASE 
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