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Buffet at 7:00 PM
Speaker at 8:00 PM
Dinner & Speech
$15.00 Members
$17.00 (Non-members)
Speech Only
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Rolls
Beverages
Assorted Desserts
LOCATION:
Bearden Banquet Hall
5806 Kingston Pike
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CIVIL WAR INFANTRY TACTICS
If you believe that the use of Napoleonic tactics was outmoded at the time of
the Civil War, you are not alone. If you believe that the advent of the rifle
musket changed the landscape of warfare in a way that was underappreciated
if not misunderstood by Civil War combat leaders, again, you are not alone.
Conventional wisdom buttressed by reams of scholarship has long
maintained that the horrendous casualty rates incurred by Civil War fighting
units were directly attributable to advances in tactics not keeping pace with
advances in weaponry. How else can one explain the bloodiness of the whole
affair?
Our speaker, Dr. Earl Hess, argues that there is another explanation. After
intensively studying the three tactical manuals available to Civil War officers
(written by Winfield Scott, William J. Hardee, and Silas Casey) and
thoroughly reading the battle reports to be found in the Official Records, Dr.
Hess maintains that the linear system in use during the 1860s not only was
highly effective but it was the true system to be used with the rifle musket.
He also argues that most regimental commanders North and South quickly
learned the drill, taught it to their subordinates, and effectively used these
tactics on the battlefield.
Please join us as Dr. Hess shares the conclusions of the research that
informed his recent book Civil War Infantry Tactics: Training, Combat,
and Small-Unit Effectiveness and marvel as he turns conventional wisdom
on its head.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Thank you to everyone who attended the January meeting to hear Jim Lewis speak on “Hell’s Half Acre”.
Total attendance for the lecture was 82. There were 51 diners, four who were non-members. Also attending
were an additional 24 members and seven who were non-members to hear the presentation. Thank you once
again for your outstanding support and interest in the Round Table.
Remember to make your dinner reservation by 11 a.m. Monday February 13th to hear Earl Hess speak on “Civil
War Tactics”. I’m looking forward to seeing all of you at the February meeting.
Since February 12th is Abraham Lincoln’s birthday, I decided to write my column on what he believed to be his
most important achievement – The Emancipation Proclamation.
Lincoln / The Emancipation Proclamation – January 1st, 1863
With the discussion of Presidential Executive Orders in today’s news, I thought it would be interesting to
review Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation. Here are some of my thoughts on the Proclamation.
The first draft was presented to Lincoln’s Cabinet on
July 22, 1862. The issuing of this draft was delayed at
the advice of Secretary of State Seward until the Union
had a significant military victory. A Preliminary
Proclamation was issued September 22, 1862 after the
Union victory at Antietam. A 3rd draft was written
between December 29-31, 1862 and the Proclamation
was issued and became law on January 1, 1863.
Lincoln signed the Proclamation on that day against the
advice of most of his Cabinet.
Was it a legal document? The Constitution in 1863 did
not allow Lincoln via executive order to free slaves in
Union states. Slavery was legal in the US Constitution.
Through the War Powers clause of the Constitution
Lincoln, as Commander-in-Chief, was able to claim
presidential authority to free slaves in the states in
rebellion. States who remained part of the Union with
slaves were not affected. These states were Missouri,
Kentucky, Maryland, Delaware and the state to become West Virginia. The Proclamation was a temporary
document and it would need Congress to pass the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution to enact into law.
Lincoln was looking for the Proclamation to have an impact militarily, politically and morally. Militarily, he
hoped that slaves would come forward and join the Union army as well as leave the plantations in the South
reducing its labor force choking it economically. Politically, it would make it more difficult for England and
France to support the Confederacy. Morally, the scourge of slavery could be ended and the process to free all
slaves would be in place if the North won the war. Hindsight tells us that all of this was accomplished but
whether the Proclamation did this is debatable. Author Richard Hofstadter is quoted that the Proclamation “had
all the moral grandeur of a bill of lading”.
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“If my name ever goes into history... it will be for this act [the Emancipation Proclamation]”, President
Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln wrote every word of the Emancipation Proclamation with little or no consultation.
It was written in the manner to meet legal requirements and as such not very inspiring. Having said that, the
Proclamation was the first written document promising to end slavery.

One final tidbit. In reading and re-reading the Emancipation Proclamation and the section that speaks to the
States in rebellion, Tennessee is left off the list. I have listed a couple of books in my sources if you would like
to read more on this topic.
In March, Curt Fields, Historian, “Appomattox: The Days before the Surrender” will be the presenter at the
Round Table’s monthly meeting March 14th, 2017. I’m looking forward to Mr. Fields thoughts and insights
on this topic.
John Stegner, President
Sources

The Greatest Speech, Ever – James L. Cotton Jr.
Lincoln’s Hundred Days – Louis P Masur
Lincoln’s Gamble – Todd Brewster

THE KNOXVILLE CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE
2017 SPEAKERS SERIES
Feb 14---Earl Hess, LMU Professor, Author, Historian, “Civil War Tactics”
Mar 14---Curt Fields, Historian, “Appomattox: The Days Before the Surrender”
Apr 11---Scott Mingus, Scientist, Historian & Author, “Extra Billy Smith”
May 9---Bud Robertson, Historian & Author, “The Four-Legged Soldiers”
Jun 13---Eric Wittenberg, Attorney, Historian & Author, “Brandy Station”
Jul 18---George Rable, Historian & Author, “Fredericksburg”
Aug 8---Greg Biggs, Historian, “The Question was one of supplies: The logistics of
Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign”
Sept 12---Dave Mowery, Historian & Author, “Morgan’s Great Raid: Taking the War to
the North”
Oct 10---Eric Jacobson, H & A, “For Cause and Country: Spring Hill and Franklin”
Nov 14---Ed Bearss, Chief Historian Emeritus/Author, TBD
Dec 12---Jim Ogden, Historian Chickamauga/Chattanooga NMP, TBD

Congratulations to Earl J. Hess, Tom Watson Brown Book Award Winner
The Society of Civil War Historians and the Watson-Brown Foundation
awarded Earl J. Hess 2016’s the Tom Watson Brown Book Award.
Hess received the award for his book, Civil War Infantry Tactics: Training,
Combat, and Small-Unit Effectiveness, which was published by the Louisiana
State University Press in2015.

WELCOME BACK TO THE ROUNDTABLE, EARL HESS!
Dr. Earl J. Hess has been a student of Civil War history since he was a teenager,
growing up in rural Missouri. He completed his B.A. and M.A. degrees in History at
Southeast Missouri State University. His Ph.D. in American Studies, with a concentration
in History, was awarded by Purdue University in 1986. He has taught at a number of
institutions, including the University of Georgia, Texas Tech University, and the University
of Arkansas.
Since 1989, he has been
at Lincoln Memorial
University, in Harrogate,
Tennessee, where he is
Associate Professor of
History, past director of
the History Program, and
holds the Stewart
McClelland Chair.
Dr. Hess has published
more than twenty books,
over thirty articles, and
more than a hundred
book reviews for
academic history journals.
He has conducted
numerous manuscript
evaluations for academic
presses and article
reviews for academic
journals and is widely
recognized as a leading
scholar and author on
Civil War history.
Dr. Hess has also
published and is working
on books on the history of
making classic film
musicals.

TOURING RESACA BATTLEFIELD, SAT., MARCH 18, 2017
-Norman C. Shaw
March will be here before we know it! Here's some information about the Battle of Resaca in Georgia that
you may not know.
This was the first major battle of Sherman's Atlanta campaign in the Western Theater that started during the
early days of May, the same time Gen. Grant's army moved against Lee in Virginia. More soldiers fought
here than at Chickamauga or Kennesaw Mountain. After the smoke cleared, 11,000 casualties lay on the
field!
Both armies had spent the prior winter preparing and reinforcing for this campaign. It was essential that
Sherman take Atlanta during the presidential election year of 1864 and just as critical for the South to stymie
this Union drive.
The Federal and Reb armies were at peak numbers, although Gen. Johnston's army had only half the total
soldiers at 55,000 compared to Sherman's 110,000! But, Johnston planned to fight a defensive campaign to
equalize this disadvantage in men.
From north to south, the lines at Resaca resembled the same fishhook at Gettysburg, only reversed this time
as the Confederates were on the defensive, hoping the Yanks would attack them.
May 14th and 15th saw hard fighting but both armies were at a standstill until Sherman's men outflanked the
left end of the Confederate line, which threatened to cut them off from Atlanta forcing Johnson to retreat to
another defensive position further south. Unfortunately for Johnston, he was repeatedly outmaneuvered by
Sherman until President Davis eventually replaced Johnston with Gen. Hood.

We are very fortunate that large portions of the Resaca battlefield have been saved for CW history
enthusiasts like us! Only May of last year, the State of Georgia opened up a 505 acre tract of pristine
battleground over which the attacking Federal forces were defeated on May 14th.

Our Strategy for the Resaca tour:
--Very glad to have Chick./Chatt. National Battlefield
Chief Historian Jim Ogden as our guide once again!
--Please email me if you intend to go on this tour
(shawclan4@bellsouth.net). About 10 signed up to date, but
I expect around 25. I will email specific details to
participants as we get into March.
--Meet at the Walmart parking lot at Turkey Creek at 6:30
a.m. to organize and depart at 7
--Rendezvous at Dalton, GA, about 9 a.m. Start tour at 9:30
after consolidating our people into a maximum of 7 vehicles
(Please bring a minivan or other multiple passenger vehicle
if you have one!).
--Follow the successful flanking route of Union Gen.
McPherson's men through Snake Creek Gap that he
squandered at Resaca after arriving behind Johnston's army,
still at Dalton.
--Break for lunch. Consider bringing your own lunch and
drink since Hardee's is the only fast food place in Resaca.
Bring snacks and water.--Limited walking but wear
comfortable walking shoes and dress for the weather, rain or
shine. -End tour about 5 p.m. Return to Dalton and then
home. Maybe eat dinner in Dalton as a group.
Let me know if you have any questions or
suggestions.
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