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THE GREAT LOCOMOTIVE CHASE
The Andrews Raid in April, 1862 is the stuff of legend and with good
reason. The story of the taking of the “General” at Big Shanty, Georgia
by 22 Union men and the subsequent chase after the locomotive by
Confederate railroaders made headlines when it happened and has been
told and retold in books and movies ever since.
It is the story of Yankee intrigue and audacity pitted against
Confederate improvisation and determination with heroism amply
served up on both sides. But the chase itself, exciting as it was, was but
the first chapter of a larger affair that combined prisons, trials,
hangings, and daring escapes in a tableau that stretched from Atlanta to
Knoxville and beyond and resulted in the awarding of the first medals
of honor.
Come join us as our old friend Jim Ogden takes us back in time to one
of the Civil War’s most iconic events. And remember to bring your
favorite holiday treat. At the end of the evening there will be time and
a table set aside for all the tasty delights.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Thank you to everyone who attended the November meeting to hear Ed Bearss speak on “Custer at the Little
Big Horn.” There were 63 diners, ten who were non-members. Also attending were an additional 22
members and nine non-members to hear the presentation. Total attendance for the lecture was 94. Thank
you once again for your outstanding support and interest in the Round Table.
Remember to make your dinner reservation by 11 a.m. December 12th to hear Jim Ogden speak on “The
Great Locomotive Chase.” Don’t forget to bring a dessert to share for the “dessert social” after the speaker’s
presentation.
The Battle of Stones River / Murfreesboro
I re-read Larry J. Daniel’s book entitled “Battle of Stones River: The Forgotten Conflict between the
Confederate Army of Tennessee and the Union Army of the Cumberland”. The Confederacy referred to it as
the Battle of Murfreesboro. This battle was of great importance to both sides and its Generals – Rosecrans
for the Union and Bragg for the Confederacy. Rosecrans needed a victory to undermine the growing antiwar
movement and regain the northern army’s morale after the loss at Fredericksburg. Bragg, who was defeated
in Kentucky, needed to reclaim Middle Tennessee and his reputation. So at the end of December 1862 both
armies are on the move in horrific conditions of severe rain and cold, lack of food and supplies, and mud
ankle deep to secure Middle Tennessee. 100,000 men fought in deadly battle for three days starting
December 31st, 1862 and resulted in 23,000 casualties by the two armies.

In reading Daniel’s book it is hard to understand why this battle is referred to the forgotten battle. Bragg
withdrew his army from the field because he did not have the supplies or the reinforcements to continue the
fight. I believe that Bragg and his army acquitted themselves well at Stones River but none the less it is
considered a Union victory and another loss for Bragg.
President's Message Continued Page 3

President's Message (cont.)
The Union did hold Middle Tennessee and Rosecrans’s star was on the rise. Let us not forget that Lincoln’s
Emancipation Proclamation went into effect January 1, 1863 with the support of a win at Stones River.
Lincoln would write to Rosecrans: “I can never forget, whilst I remember anything, that about the end of last
year and the beginning of this, you gave us a hard earned victory, which had there been a defeat instead, the
nation could scarcely have lived over.” Lincoln certainly understood the importance of this battle to his
cause to continue the war. This may be the best book on this battle and I would encourage you to read it.
Maybe you will be able to answer the question of why this has become the forgotten battle.
In January Jim Lewis, Historian Stone’s River NMP, will do a presentation entitled
“Hell’s Half Acre” at the Round Table’s monthly meeting January 10, 2017. I’m looking forward to Mr.
Lewis’ thoughts and insights on this battle.
John Stegner, President
Sources
The Battle of Stones River – Larry J. Daniel
Battle of Stones River Illustration – Kutz and Allison
Map – Hal Jespersen

THE KNOXVILLE CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE
2016 SPEAKERS SERIES
December 13---Jim Ogden, Historian
Chickamauga/Chattanooga NMP, “The Great Locomotive
Chase”

2017 SPEAKERS SERIES
Jan 10---Jim Lewis, Historian Stone’s River NMP, “Hell’s Half Acre”
Feb 14---Earl Hess, LMU Professor, Author, Historian, “Civil War Tactics”
Mar 14---Curt Fields, Historian, “Appomattox: The Days Before the Surrender”
Apr 11---Eric Wittenberg, Attorney, Historian & Author, “Brandy Station”
May 9---Bud Robertson, Historian & Author, “The Four-Legged Soldiers”
Jun 13---Scott Mingus, Scientist, Historian & Author, “Extra Billy Smith”
Jul 18---George Rable, Historian & Author, “Fredericksburg”
Aug 8---Greg Biggs, Historian, “The Question was one of supplies: The logistics of
Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign”
Sept 12---Dave Mowery, Historian & Author, “Morgan’s Great Raid: Taking the War to
the North”
Oct 10---Eric Jacobson, H & A, “For Cause and Country: Spring Hill and Franklin”
Nov 14---Ed Bearss, Chief Historian Emeritus/Author, TBD
Dec 12---Jim Ogden, Historian Chickamauga/Chattanooga NMP, TBD

WELCOME BACK KCWRT LIFETIME MEMBER AND OUR DEAR
FRIEND, JIM OGDEN
Jim Ogden, Chief Historian at Chickamauga
Chattanooga National Military Park, is an historian,
teacher and tour guide par excellence. A frequent
speaker at Round Tables and historical organizations
across the U.S., Jim is a longtime friend of the
KCWRT and our most visited speaker. In December
2015, the KCWRT honored Jim with a KCWRT
Lifetime Membership Award for his dedication to
Civil War Preservation as well as his contributions
to the organization.
A native of St. Mary’s County, Maryland, Jim
graduated from Frostburg State College with a
degree in history after spending his summers
working at Point Lookout State Park and doing an
internship at Harpers Ferry NHP. Jim joined the
National Park Service in 1982 and served at
Chickamauga and Chattanooga, Russell Cave, and
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania before returning to
Chickamauga Chattanooga NMP in 1988 as
historian, the position he now holds.
Jim has taught numerous history courses and written several articles on the Civil War. He also has
appeared in several TV productions including “Civil War Journal,” “Civil War Combat,” and “History
Detectives.” Jim, his wife Lora, and their son Jamie (born on the133rd anniversary of the Battle of
Fredericksburg) live in Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia.

REMINDER
We will have our usual holiday dessert social after the December 13 meeting. Please bring your
favorite dessert, if you can, and plan on staying to socialize with your fellow members and with Jim
Ogden. Bringing a dessert is not required but we’d like you to stay for the friendship and
conversation.

RESACA BATTLEFIELD TOUR, SAT., MARCH 18, 2017
--Norman Shaw

Mark your calendars for an exciting tour of the
Resaca, GA, battlefield!
Even though we've taken a March Chattanooga battlefield
tour the last two years, I thought we should venture a few
miles down to Resaca since the State of GA only last May
opened to the public a 505 acre, pristine tract. Resaca was
the first major battle of the Atlanta Campaign between
Sherman's Union forces and Joe Johnston's Confederates
fought May 13th-15th, 1864.
In addition, I'm very pleased to announce that
Chick./Chatt. NPS Historian Jim Ogden will once again
be our tour guide! I quickly booked Jim after discovering
he now gives Resaca tours!
The newly opened battleground park is on the western side of I-75 that bisects the battlefield, but there are
also several important sites to see on the eastern side of the battlefield.

Since Resaca is an all interstate drive of only about 2-2.5 hours from Knoxville (similar to traveling to
Franklin, TN), I know we can adequately tour the Resaca battlefield in a day and return home. I don't know if
renting a van is practical, but I'm going to check this out so that we can reduce the size of our typical
vehicular caravan that's formed after everyone gathers at a destination location.
Let me know if you are interested in taking this tour or if you have any questions by emailing me at
shawclan4@bellsouth.net. I will provide more details about the tour in future newsletters.
Following is a good description that I picked up last May of both the fighting at Resaca on May 14, 1864,
and the recently opened Resaca Battlefield State Historic Site.

RESACA BATTLEFIELD STATE HISTORIC SITE
Resaca was the only battle during the Atlanta Campaign where the full might of both armies faced
each other. Here, Major General William T. Sherman hoped to destroy the Confederate Army of
Tennessee led by General Joseph E. Johnston. Sherman ordered all the Union forces to converge on
Resaca on May 11, 1864. By May 13, the Confederates had been forced from a lightly held and
disjointed line, west of present day Interstate 75 near where State Route 136 crosses. The Confederates
developed a three mile long defensive line to the west and north of Resaca where the primary attacks
took place. The results of the battle were inconclusive.
The 505 acre section of the Resaca Battlefield purchased by the state in March, 2000 is an important
arena of the engagements fought May 13-15, 1864. Resaca Battlefield State Historic contains the
Confederate line where Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk's Corps held the left, Lieutenant General
William J. Hardee's Corps held the left-center and Lieutenant General John Bell Hood's Corps held
the center-right. The state owned section of the Confederate line runs parallel to I-75 north of State
Route 136. The state owned section of the battlefield also includes the portion where Major General
John M. Palmer's XIV Corps, Major General John M. Schofield's XXIII Corps and Brigadier General
Charles G. Harker's Division of Major General Oliver O. Howard's IV Corps attacked on May 14,
1864. This section is the very heart of the center battle on May 14, 1864. The state also acquired a
conservation easement on an adjoining section of the Union lines.
The primary part of the state owned battlefield lies in Camp Creek Valley just north of where Camp
Creek flows into the Oostanaula River. Camp Creek Valley became the scene of deadly conflict when
the Union troops attacked repeatedly across the boggy ground and within 75 yards of the
Confederates, sheltered in field entrenchments. The Union forces were driven back into the shelter of
the banks of the Camp Creek where they suffered even more casualties from the Confederate
musketry and artillery fire from Hotchkiss' Battery.
The poorly coordinated attack of May 14 began when Brigadier General William P. Carlin's brigade
of Palmer's XIV Corps tried to cross the 400 yard wide valley. The creek and boggy areas disordered
Carlin's lines and Confederate rifle and artillery fire opened with a terrible effect. The Federals
managed to cross the creek, but were eventually forced back to its covering banks after suffering 200
casualties. From there, they kept up intermittent fire for the rest of the day.
Further north, up the valley, elements from Palmer's XIV and Schofield's XXIII Corps intermingled
in a series of small ridges, and command cohesion was lost in this section of the attack. Brigadier
General Henry M. Judah ordered the poorly coordinated attack across the ridges and down the final
slope into Camp Creek Valley. Some of his men reached the protection of the banks of Camp Creek.
Brigadier General Jacob D. Cox also led an attack on the Confederate position, which is now owned by
the state, and suffered over 600 casualties. When the lines stabilized, the Union artillery kept up a
terrific cannonade for almost three hours. By mid-afternoon, Sherman abandoned his assault across
the northern section of Camp Creek Valley.
At the southern edge of the state owned property, an assault by elements of Major General John A.
Logan's XV Corps dislodged the Confederates led by Lieutenant General Leonidas K. Polk in the late
afternoon of May 14. A Confederate counterattack failed to push the Federals back and they held an
important position that commanded the railroad bridge over the river for the rest of the engagement.
The action then shifted further north where the Confederate line hooked to the northeast where the
Battle of Resaca resumed on May 15, 1864.
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