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Tuesday, AUGUST 9, 2016
Buffet at 7:00 PM
Speaker at 8:00 PM
Dinner & Speech
$15.00 Members
$17.00 (Non-members)
Speech Only
$3.00 Members
$5.00 (Non-members)
RESERVATIONS FOR
BUFFET ARE REQUIRED
AND MUST BE MADE OR
CANCELED BY 11AM
MONDAY, AUGUST 8
CALL (865) 671-9001
AND LEAVE MESSAGE

In December of 1863, Confederate forces in the west were in disarray.
James Longstreet had withdrawn into upper East Tennessee following
his reversal at Knoxville, and Braxton Bragg, following his disastrous
defeat at Chattanooga, had fallen back to Northern Georgia, there to be
replaced by Gen. Joseph E. Johnston. What happened next that bitterly
cold winter is a study in contrast.

MENU:
Beef Tips over Noodles
Char-grilled Chicken
Garden Salad
Mashed Potatoes
Mixed Steamed Vegetables
Rolls
Beverages
Assorted Desserts
LOCATION:
Bearden Banquet Hall
5806 Kingston Pike

With the spring came what historian and author Richard M. McMurry
calls a “campaign of maneuver”, a series of actions and retrograde
movements in front of Sherman’s advancing armies that culminated in
Johnston’s removal and ultimately the fall of Atlanta. Overshadowed
and largely forgotten in the wake of Atlanta’s fall is the minor miracle
that was the transformation of the Army of
Tennessee that arguably forestalled the inevitable.

THIS ISSUE:
JOHNSTON, AOT……....…....1
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE….2

JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, THE ARMY OF TENNESSEE,
AND THE WINTER OF 1864

While Longstreet’s forces scavenged for food and skirmished repeatedly
with the Federals, hemorrhaging men and horses essential to the cause,
the shattered Confederate Army of Tennessee grew in size, strength, and
morale to become a formidable fighting force once more.

Come join us as Mr. McMurry peers into the
shadows to explain just what happened with the
Army of Tennessee in the winter of ’64, how it
happened, and who deserves the credit, or blame,
for it.

SPEAKERS…......……….........3
RICHARD MCMURRY.….....4
READMISSION DAY
PICTORIAL …...................5&6
GEN. MACARTHUR………...7

RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE FOR DINNER
CALL (865) 671-9001 AND LEAVE MESSAGE

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Speaker Meeting Attendance
Thank you to everyone who attended the July meeting. There were 70 diners, four who were non-members. Also
attending were an additional 25 members and one non-member to hear the lecture. Total attendance for Dr.
Marszalek’s lecture was 96. This is outstanding.
Remember to make your dinner reservation by 11 a.m. on August 8th to hear Richard McMurry speak on
“General Johnston and the Atlanta Campaign”.
Sherman’s Total War and the Impact of the Fall of Atlanta
It is June of 1864, Grant has just lost to Lee at Cold Harbor and Sherman has been beaten at the Battle of
Kennesaw Mountain. It is not the best of times for the Union with the Confederate strategy of attrition – to hold
out until the Union presidential election and hopefully the defeat of Abraham Lincoln in the fall of 1864. To wear
down and exhaust the North’s will to continue the fight seemed to be working. The South no longer looks for
victory on the battlefield, but plans to inflict as many Union casualties, dead and wounded, as possible. The big
problem for the Confederacy is they are losing tens of thousands of soldiers they can ill afford to lose
implementing this strategy.
At the end of August the Democrats nominate George McClellan for president on a platform of “after four years
of the failure to restore the Union… (we) demand that immediate efforts be made for the cessation of hostilities”.
Southerners celebrated the platform and the nomination of McClellan. Their strategy of frustrating the North for
the next few months and preventing the Union from any military success would result in peace and their
independence with the defeat of Lincoln.
One major problem for the South occurred three days after McClellan’s nomination. Sherman took possession of
Atlanta. One could argue that this was the death knell for the Confederacy, since it helped to ensure the reelection of Lincoln. But Jefferson Davis and the South weren’t ready to
give up. As our speaker, John Marszalek, presented at the July KCWRT,
Sherman understood the Southern will and spirit. He was very aware they
would need to be totally defeated. Thus the strategy of his famous march
from Atlanta to the sea. As Dr. Marszalek stated that Sherman’s belief in a
hard war was necessary for a total and complete defeat of the Confederacy.
Here are some quotes from Sherman that reinforced his strategy and his
thinking. “We are not only fighting hostile armies but a hostile people”. It
is clear that he believed that the civilian population must be crushed as well
as its armies. He also had an understanding of psychology of warfare. He
said, “We cannot change the hearts of the people of the South, but we can
make war so terrible and make them so sick of war that generations would
pass away before they would again appeal to it.” Thus with 60,000 men,
Sherman marched through Georgia and as he is quoted, “I can make the
march, and make Georgia howl!”
By the end of 1864 the war for the better part was over. The South was
months away from total defeat. Sherman’s capture of Atlanta and his
march through Georgia, as I see it, was the key to this outcome.
John Stegner, President
Sources
The Civil War, A Narrative – Red River to Appomattox by Shelby Foote
The Atlas of the Civil War edited by James M. McPherson

THE KNOXVILLE CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE
2016 SPEAKERS SERIES
August 9---Richard McMurry, Historian/Author, “General Johnston and the Atlanta Campaign”
September 13---Gordon Rhea, Author/Historian, “Cold Harbor”
October 11---Frank O’Reilly, NPS Historian/Author, “Lee after the War”
***November 15---Ed Bearss, Chief Historian Emeritus/Author, "Custer at the Little Bighorn"***
December 13---Jim Ogden, Historian Chickamauga/Chattanooga NMP, “The Great Locomotive Chase”
***The date for the November KCWRT meeting has been moved to November 15, 2016. ****

MICHAEL BYERLEY FEATURED IN NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC
CIVIL WAR TRAVELER'S GUIDE
Michael Byerley, Civil War photographer extraordinaire and his company Fox
Fire Images has been recognized by National Geographic. In October 2014, he
was contacted by National Geographic about a book involving the National
Parks System, Civil War Battlefields and other historic locations. Having seen
his website and his remarkable work, they asked him for photographs from
Tennessee, Georgia, etc. The book, entitled The Civil War-A Traveler's Guide is
495 pages, covering 500 different locations. Michael and Fox Fire Images
showcase Tennessee with photos of Stones River, Shiloh, and Chickamauga.
https://shop.nationalgeographic.com/product/books/books/history/nationalgeographic-the-civil-war
For more of Michael Byerley and Fox Fire Images, see Readmission Day
Pictorial on pages 5 and 6.
DAVID A. POWELL FIRST AUTHOR TO WIN RICHARD BARKSDALE HARWELL BOOK
AWARD TWICE
The Chickamauga Campaign—Glory or the Grave by David A. Powell is the
recipient of the Richard Barksdale Harwell Book Award for the best Civil War
book of the year, awarded by the Atlanta Civil War Round Table. Dave is the first
author to win the award twice. Dave will have a new book out in September,
Barren Victory, vol. 3 of The Chickamauga Campaign, September 21 to October 19,
1863. He will be signing the new volume at Chickamauga the weekend of
September 16-18. “In the first week of August,” Dave tells us, “I am also planning
research visits to Gettysburg (looking at the files of those XI and XII Corps
troops who traveled west in late 1863 to join what would become Sherman's
Atlanta Campaign) and the New York State Library in Albany—ending the week,
of course, at the Emerging Civil War Symposium.”

WELCOME BACK TO KNOXVILLE, RICHARD MCMURRY
A graduate of the Virginia Military Institute and Emory University,
noted Civil War historian Richard M. McMurry is the author of
numerous articles and a number of substantive works in the field
including Two Great Rebel Armies: An Essay in Confederate Military
History, John Bell Hood and the War for Southern Independence,
Atlanta 1864: Last Chance for the Confederacy, The Fourth Battle of
Winchester, and The Road Past Kennesaw.
For the past 25 years, McMurry, a former professor at Valdosta
State and North Carolina State Universities, has been an
independent scholar specializing in the Civil War in the West and
the Atlanta Campaign in particular. He is the recipient of
numerous awards including the Fletcher Pratt Award, the NevinsFreeman Award, and the Charles L. Dufour Award.

ETHS HISTORY FAIR AUGUST 20
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The ninth annual East Tennessee Historical Society (ETHS) History Fair is Saturday, August 20 from
10:00 am – 5:00 pm. ETHS has expanded the event this year with additional space and new exhibits.
Public response has always been excellent. We will have our usual covered table in a prominent
location in Krutch Park in the northeast corner along Gay Street. Volunteers are needed at two hour
intervals, beginning with setup at 9:00 am, to staff our table, hand out literature, and talk to the public
about the KCWRT. Sign-up sheets will be at the August 9th meeting or you may email any board
member with your availability.
The history fair is one of our most visible events and is an excellent recruiting opportunity for us. This
year we will promote our newly redesigned and interactive website (kcwrt.org) as well as hand out
membership information to the interested public. It’s always a fun time for new and old members
alike. Please sign up to support Civil War education in our Knoxville community.
For more information on the event go to:
http://www.easttnhistory.org/historyfair

VISIT THE NEW KCWRT WEBSITE
www.kcwrtorg.wordpress.com

READMISSION DAY CELEBRATION PICTORIAL
Photos courtesy Michael Byerley and FoxFire Images
The Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39 of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War presented
the sesquicentennial celebration of the readmission of Tennessee to the Union on July 24, 2016
commemorating the readmission of Tennessee to the Union on July 24, 1866. Tennessee was the last
state to secede from the Union and the first state to be readmitted. The celebration included Polly Toole
Auxiliary # 17 songstress Amy Fitzsimons, as well as music performed by the Black Oak Brass Quintet
of Knoxville. Boy Scout Troop 800 along with the 8th Tennessee Volunteer Infantry led a parade of
colors. Camp Chaplain George Lane offered the opening prayer. The ceremony was complete with
speeches given by Department Commander Michael Downs, Senior Vice Commander Max Remfro,
Commander David McReynolds, and Tim Massey who portrayed President Andrew Johnson.

READMISSION DAY PICTORIAL (Cont.)
Photos courtesy of Michael Byerley and Fox Fire Images

GENERAL DOUGLAS MACARTHUR’S CONNECTION TO THE CIVIL WAR!
Submitted by By Major Larry Moore (ret.) United States Army (Paratrooper) Knoxville, TN
BACKGROUND
Grandfather Arthur MacArthur was born in Glasgow, Scotland on January 26, 1917. Arthur MacArthur’s mother and father each had
the surname of MacArthur and he never saw his father because he died before Arthur MacArthur’s birth. When he was seven years
old, his mother remarried and with his stepfather they moved to New York and later to Massachusetts where their first son Arthur
MacArthur JR was born in June 1845.The family then moved to Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
LINCOLN’S CALL TO ARMS
In response to Abraham Lincoln’s request for Militia and Union soldiers, the 6 th Volunteer Infantry Regiment was formed and was
parading through the streets of Milwaukee. Arthur MacArthur, JR. was only 16 years old at the time and he approached each unit
commander asking (begging) to enlist in their ranks, but was denied due to his young age.
APPROACHING LINCOLN FOR A COMMISSION
In May 1863, Arthur MacArthur, JR was taken to President Lincoln by his father with political papers signed recommending him for
a commission and he asked Lincoln for an appointment to West Point. The only class assignment open at the time was for the class
of 1867 graduation and MacArthur, JR thought that the Civil War would be over by then. Consequently, Arthur MacArthur, JR
secured a lieutenant’s commission in the newly formed 24 th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry Regiment and was appointed the
regimental adjutant. Barley 17, he even looked younger for his age. The regiment’s first muster-in roll was August 1862 and the roll
identified him as being five feet-seven inches tall of medium built. On this situation it was the start of the military heritage involving
General Douglas MacArthur.
24th WISCONSIN VOLUNTEER REGIMENT
As the 24th Wisconsin Regiment penetrated deeper into the Confederacy, young Arthur MacArthur, JR found himself fighting for his
life. For his display of bravery under fire, Arthur MacArthur, JR was recommended for the Medal of Honor by General Sheridan. He
didn’t get the medal for at the time it was for enlisted and NCO soldiers only, but he did receive a promotion. In January 1864,
without his ever being a captain the men of the 24th elected him to the position with a major’s leaf.
The 24th Regiment by now was advancing into Georgia and the 24th would become very important to General Sherman’s brilliant
Atlanta campaign. In June 1864 MacArthur was given responsibility to lead a “reconnaissance-in-force” as Sherman skirted Atlanta.
It is one of the most difficult military operations requiring speed, sound judgment and strong leadership. MacArthur’s operation
disclosed strong Confederate defenses at Kennesaw Mountain on the routes to Atlanta. His operation lost two men and eleven
wounded and his reconnaissance was cited after the war as the “model of its kind” and was to be taugh in military schools.
Sherman then launched the 24 th Wisconsin with other regiments to be one of his units to directly attack the heavy fortified and well
dug-in Confederate forces at Kennesaw. Within three hours Sherman’s army had suffered three thousand casualties. Among
Sherman’s wounded were Major Arthur MacArthur, JR., whose life was saved by a pocket of letters and a bible carried close to his
heart.
Major Arthur MacArthur recuperated and later led a charge on the confederates across an open field causing the confederate forces
to flee their concealed areas. 24,000 troops was then sent to Franklin, Tennessee and ordered to hold at all cost against General John
Bell’s Confederate forces. The 24th Wisconsin was one of the holding regiments. Bell attacked causing many casualties and as other
Union forces retreated toward Nashville, Major Arthur MacArthur, JR then led a counter offensive that captured eight Union
artillery pieces. He received two more wounds, one in the chest and another in one of his legs and was carried off the field of battle.
Federal casualties numbered 2,500, John Bell’s lost six thousand when it was all over.
At the end of the war in April of 1865, Arthur MacArthur, JR was found hunting down Confederate guerrillas at Blue Springs,
Tennessee. Two weeks later young Arthur MacArthur, JR was still too young to vote but was promoted to lieutenant colonel and
subsequently led his 24th Wisconsin Volunteer Regiment back to its home in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Not long after arriving back
with the 24th he was promoted to the rank of colonel.
Arthur MacArthur, JR resigned from his position to become a civilian and was not happy being such. He later reentered the Army
and served at several posts with different units in the West. It was later in 1879 that his then unit, 13th Regiment of Fort Rawlins,
Utah territory was assigned to the former government arsenal at Little Rock Barracks, Arkansas.
It was here that Arthur MacArthur, JR and his wife with two children had their third baby, Douglas MacArthur.
The rest is history! General Douglas MacArthur was connected early in life to the military and served our great country until the age
of 84.
Reference: Old Soldiers Never Die, The Life of Douglas MacArthur, by Geoffrey Perret, dated 1996, published by Adam
Media Corporation, Holbrook, MA.
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